
Eden Primary Medium Term Planning  

Shorashim (Year 1)  

Autumn 1, 2015: 7 weeks 

New Beginnings and Jewish Festivals 

Overview and Rationale: 

In this topic children will explore their new year by looking at new beginnings and sharing things 

about themselves with the class and their new teacher. Children will settle into the new year by 

creating displays that are meaningful and doing activities that help them bond, engender good 

classroom and learning behaviours and help children feel excited and motivated about their new 

year. This will also be related to the new Jewish year and children will learn about the customs and 

traditions related to the Jewish festivals at this time of the year.  Children will learn about the prayer 

for rain said at the end of the Jewish Festival of Sukkot and begin to look at rain in Jewish texts and 

the importance of rain to launch the science topic ‘weather and seasons’. They will look at how the 

seasons change as we move into Autumn, design and create plant pots out of wellington boots and 

create a non-fiction fact file about their families to launch the theme of the year. 

Project Launch: 

Self-portraits and captions for display 

Culminating Projects:  

Rain poems and sounds, wellington boot planters 

Cross Curricular Thematic Learning 

Area of 
Curriculum 

Content and Knowledge Skills  

English Labels and Captions 
Children will write labels and 
sentences for a display of self-
portraits  
Children will label and write captions 
for pictures of themselves and their 
families 
 
Stories with predictable phrasing 
Children will use the story of Handa’s 
surprise to rewrite their own story set 
in the local area on the way to the 
sukkah. Children will think about 
what they might bring when visiting a 
Sukkah and substitute the fruit that 

Narrative:  

write own version of a 
familiar story using a series 
of sentences to sequence 
events. Use patterns and 
language from familiar 
stories in own writing; write 
complete stories with a 
simple structure: beginning – 
middle – end, decide where 
it is set, include good and 
bad characters and use ideas 
from reading for some 
incidents and events. How 
words can combine to make 

  



Handa brought to her friend with 
natural found objects they have 
searched for. 
 
 
Vocabulary building poetry 
Children will look at traditional 
American Indian rain dances and 
explore vocabulary related to rain, 
creating their own rain poems 
 
Non-fiction texts 
Children will explore their families 
and write information about 
themselves, families and homes. 

sentences  
Joining words and joining 
clauses using and  
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives  
Separation of words with 
spaces  
Introduction to capital 
letters, full stops, question 
marks and exclamation 
marks to demarcate 
sentences  
Capital letters for names and 
for the personal pronoun I 

 
 Poetry: 
invent impossible ideas, e.g. 
magical wishes;  
-observe details of first hand 
experiences using the senses 
and describe;  
-list words and phrases  
 

 

Jewish Studies Rosh Hashana (New Year)- concept of 
new year and birthday of the world, 
notes of the shofar and sounds, 
special symbolic foods, greetings, 
brachot for apples and honey, honey 
cake, cards, songs. Hebrew words 
‘shana tovah’ 
 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 
reflecting on the year, behaviour, 
how can I take care of myself, 
personal goal, tradition of fasting, 
story of Jonah 
 
Sukkot: dwelling in a sukkah, blessing 
for sitting in sukkah, harvest festival, 
sukkot at home in the family, Handa’s 
Surprise connection. 
 
Simchat Torah: cycle of Torah stories, 
celebrating the Torah scroll, geshem 
(rain) –importance of rain prayer 
Geshem prayer 
 

 



To launch our science topic on 
weather and seasons children will 
learn about the prayer said for rain at 
this time – they will explore the 
Jewish attitude and prayer for rain in 
Israel and think about the importance 
of rain to agriculture in Israel. 

Art Self portraits  
Children will use pencil crayon to 
create a self portrait of their whole 
body. They will think about using the 
entire space and the relationship and 
proportions of their body. 
 
Rosh Hashana cards 
Children will use different materials 
to create Rosh Hashana cards. 
 
 

• I respond to ideas.  
• I explore materials and 
methods. 
• I create my own work. 
• I try out my own ideas. 
• I present my work for lots 
of different reasons. 

PSED Settling in to a new class (being 
familiar with routines) 
 
Setting targets and goals for the new 
year 
 
Making mistakes and moving on 
 
Getting along with our friends  

I can talk about my feelings. 
I can listen and respond to others. 
 

Science Weather and seasons – observe 
changes in the weather and create 
charts documenting it (this will run 
the course of the year) 
 
Recognise common plants and 
animals in the local environment. 
Children will think about what could 
be put in their basket if they were 
Handa and what animals would be 
involved. 

- observe changes across the 
four seasons  
- observe and describe weather 
associated with the seasons 
and how day length varies 
 
 

 

 


