
Eden Primary Medium Term Planning  

Shorashim (Year 1)  

Autumn 1, 2015: 6 weeks 

Fascinating Families 

Overview and Rationale: 

This project looks at what is a family, the roles within a family, what is similar and different about 

different families including animal families. Children will also learn about the family of Joseph. 

Children will explore where the families of their classmates come from and link it to the world map. 

Children will look at photographs and interview members of their family to see how their lives were 

different to their own. Children will explore the Mitzvah of ‘Kavod Zaken’, respecting and honouring 

the elderly, and create a tea party for special older members of their family. They will find old family 

recipes, create and plan their party and host the event. They will learn about celebrations and how 

different families celebrate winter festivals as well as learning about the family of Jesus. 

 What is a family? Who is in your family?  

 What are the different roles in your family?  

 What can we say about the diversity of families in our class? (Culture, background, language, 
religions, etc, etc) 

 What can we say about what is similar and what is different about families in our class? 

 What makes our family special/unique?  

 How can we use different information sources to find out about the lives of others? 

 How can we represent our family? 

 

Project Launch: 

Photographic family gallery in the classroom 

Culminating Project: 

Tea party celebrating with special older people/guests 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cross Curricular Thematic Learning 

Area of 
Curriculum 

Content and Knowledge Skills  

English Poetry: Reciting familiar poems by heart  
Story Writing: Children will write their own 
stories using Bear Hunt and So Much for 
stimulus 
Interviewing relatives about family stories: 
Writing questions, writing answers, asking 
questions clearly and listening and 
responding to answers. 
Recount: Children will learn the features of a 
recount and write their own based on real 
and fictional experiences. 
Writing for a Purpose: Children will write 
menus and invitations to their tea party. 

Narrative:  
 Write own version of a familiar 
story using a series of sentences to 
sequence events. Use patterns and 
language from familiar stories in 
own writing; write complete stories 
with a simple structure: beginning – 
middle – end, decide where it is set, 
include good and bad characters 
and use ideas from reading for 
some incidents and events.  
 
 

  

 
 

 

Science Weather and seasons around the world 
Documenting changes in weather and time 
over the winter season 

 Children will make charts and graphs 
documenting the changes in weather 
and the length of the day as we move 
into winter. 

 Children will document how much 
rainfall we receive and compare it to 
other places in the world.  
 

Animal Families: names of animal families 
and young 

 Children will explore animal families 
and learn the names of animal young. 

 How seasons affect animals 

Observe changes across the four 
seasons  
Observe and describe weather 
associated with the seasons and how 
day length varies.  
 

 

Geography  Where in the world are our families 
from? How does that make us 
different and unique? Children will 
look at the world map and look at the 
journey their family has taken to 
arrive in London. 

 Countries and continents, locating 
countries of family origins, 

 Clothes Around the World – what do 
people wear around the world and its 

I ask and answer questions about places. 



relationship to the climate 

History  My Family History: historical sources: 
how do we find out about the past? 

 Interviewing and questioning family 
members about the  past  

 Past and present: Difference and 
similarities between families photos 
and from the present and the past 

 How can we tell if something is old or 
new? Looking at old photographs and 
how clothes have changed over the 
years 

 Looking for clues and hints about the 
past in old photographs. 

I use evidence to answer questions 
about things that happened in the past. 
I use artefacts, pictures, stories, the 
Internet and databases to investigate 
the past. 
I recognise the difference between the 
past and the present. 
I place events in the order that they 
happened. 
 

Art/DT  Designing and painting tea cups and 
pots 

 Designing and printing table cloths 

 Creating bunting 

 Baking family recipes  
 

I respond to ideas.  
I explore materials and methods. 
I create my own work 
I try out my own ideas. 
I say what I think and feel about the 
work of others. 
I say what I think and feel about what I 
have done in my own work. 
 

RE Nativity story 

 Children will learn about the family of 
Jesus and the relationship it has to 
Christmas  

I recognise different family stories that 
are important to different religions. 

Jewish studies  Hannukah around the world - How do 
different communities celebrate 
Hannukah? Individual family 
Hannukah and other festival 
traditions 

 Joseph - Children will learn about the 
biblical family of Joseph and explore 
sibling rivalry and learn some of the 
names of Joseph’s family. 

 What do you do in your family to 
celebrate the holiday season? 

 Blessings on candles, maoz tzur and 
other Hannukah songs 

 Prayer: shema – what does the shema 
tell us about what to teach your 
children and do as a family? 

 Yevarechacha – prayer for children on 
Friday night 

 Prayer clothing (introduce kippot) 

 



 ‘Kavod Zaken’, respecting elders 

Music and singing Family songs and lullabies  I respond to different sounds and follow 
a rhythm. 

Computing Making an e-card to celebrate the holiday 
season 

 

 


