
Eden Primary Medium Term Planning  

Nitzanim (Year 4) 

Autumn 2, 2015: 6 + 2 weeks (carried over from Autumn 1) 

Communication 

Overview and Rationale: 

This terms' work will have a strong Science focus. 

We continue looking at the history of communication, how methods of communication 

have changed since the prehistoric world, and how this has changed society as humans have 

been able to communicate in different ways. In Science, we will link in to the concept of 

communication by continuing to investigate sound, how it is generated and how it travels, 

and how it can be communicated by humans. Our Music lessons will focus on the role of the 

conductor, how she or he communicates with the orchestra, and the possibilities of 

musicians playing different melodies simultaneously thanks to effective communication. In 

our English lessons we will be studying newspapers, producing our own front pages, and 

examining the idea of journalistic bias. This links to British values in terms of being a well-

informed citizen ready to take part in the democratic process and appreciating a variety of 

opinions.  

We will be examining Rosh Chodesh in detail and linking this with a study of the phases of 

the moon. Children will be able to photograph the new moon at home and bring their 

photographs into school to discuss. We will learn about the differences between the civil 

and Hebrew calendars, and children will be able to take part in a treasure hunt involving 

references to the months of the Hebrew year. The children will also learn rituals associated 

with Rosh Chodesh, such as reciting Hallel and Yaalei Veyavo. 

As Chanukah approaches, we will make our own electrical chanukiyot during Science 

lessons, enabling the children to investigate more sophisticated circuitry involving switches, 

and enabling them to develop their problem-solving skills. They will also make cases for the 

chanukiyot, letting them learn more about the history of the objects, and what makes a 

chanukiyah kosher. Our work on Chanukah will also address the origins of various traditions, 

including the dreidel, Chanukah traditions from different communities, and the Hillel and 

Shammai order of lighting candles.  

 

 

 

 



Cross Curricular Thematic Learning 

Area of 
Curriculum 

Content and Knowledge Skills  

English Newspapers (Communication) Non-chronological reports, 
layout, journalistic bias, 
citizenship,  

 'City of Ember' by Jeanne de Preu 
(Electricity) 

Writing in role, using paragraphs 
and ordering them by theme.  

 'Varjak Paw' by S.F. Said. Changing viewpoints, 
empathising, visualisation, writing 
in role.  

Science Electricity I can....  
identify common appliances that run 
on electricity 
 
construct a simple series electrical 
circuit, identifying and naming its 
basic parts, including cells, wires, 
bulbs, switches and buzzers 
 
identify whether or not a lamp will 
light in a simple series circuit, based 
on whether or not the lamp is part of 
a complete loop with a battery 
 
recognise that a switch opens and 
closes a circuit and associate this 
with whether or not a lamp lights in 
a simple series circuit 
 
recognise some common conductors 
and insulators, and associate metals 
with being good conductors. 

Design and 
Technology. 

Electricity/Chanukah Design a functional chanukiyot to 
house an electrical circuit (made 
in Science).  
 
Deepen understanding of the 
design process. 
 
Research, draft and design an 
item. 
 
Test a prototype design.  

Jewish 
Education 

Rosh Chodesh & the Hebrew Calendar How does the Hebrew calendar 
differ from the civil calendar? 
Why? How do the Hebrew and 
civil months correspond? What is 



the role of the moon in the 
Hebrew calendar? What are the 
key events of each Hebrew 
month? Which other religions use 
a lunar calendar 
(Islam/Christianity)? 

 Chanukah How do we know about 
Chanukah? What are the origins 
of the Chanukah narrative and 
how has it come down to us? 
The origins of various traditions, 
including the dreidel. Chanukah 
traditions from different 
communities, and the Hillel and 
Shammai order of lighting 
candles. Creating an electric 
chanukiyah and creating a kosher 
casing for it (Science link).  

History Chanukah Historical context for the 
Chanukah narrative. 

Music The conductor (see Autumn 1)  

PSED Teamwork and co-operation (P.E. 
link) 

I can co-operate to reach shared 
goals. 

Creative Arts Electricity I can communicate effectively in 
team games. 

  I can develop my listening skills.  

 

Subject Based Learning 

Area of 
Curriculum 

Content and knowledge Skills 

Reading Guided Reading Groups developing 
skills: comprehension and fast and 
fluent decoding, extended reading 
over longer texts, responding in 
writing. 
Class stories, continuing with sharing 
and discussion about more 
challenging chapter books 

Key Skill – prediction 
- What will the author 
discuss next? 
- What do you know that 
helps you to predict the next 
part of the text? 
- Are there any clues in 
titles or headings? 
- Are there any questions 
in the text that give you a clue? 

Handwriting 
and 
presentation.  

 Handwriting practise three times a 
week, focusing on perfecting joins, 
keeping writing straight, neat and 
within the line. 

Joining whole words  
Which letters don’t join 
Diagonal and  horizontal joins 
Making sure that skills shown in 
handwriting book are 



transferred to all writing. 

   

Other English Daily 5 minute Grammar session.  Punctuation, sentence structure 
and syntax, word and sentence 
level work.  

Maths All these key objectives will be met 
through the daily Maths lesson 
 

• Recognise and show, using 
diagrams, families of common 
equivalent fractions Count up 
and down in hundredths; recognise 
that hundredths arise when dividing 
an object by one hundred and 
dividing tenths by ten Solve 
problems involving increasingly 
harder fractions to calculate 
quantities, and fractions to divide 
quantities, including non-unit 
fractions where the ans is a whole 
no. Add and subtract fractions 
with the same denominator
 Recognise and write 
decimal equivalents of any number 
of tenths or hundredths Recognise 
and write decimal equivalents to ¼ 
½ ¾  
•  Find effect of 
dividing a one- or two-digit no.  by 
10 and 100, identifying the value of 
the digits in the answer as ones, 
tenths and hundredths Round 
decimals with one decimal place to 
the nearest whole number
 Compare numbers with the 
same number of decimal places up 
to two decimal places Solve 
simple measure and money 
problems involving fractions and 
decimals to two decimal places 
• Convert between different 
units of measure [for example, 
kilometre to metre; hour to minute]
 measure and calculate the 
perimeter of a rectilinear figure 
(including squares) in centimetres 
and metres find the area of 
rectilinear shapes by counting 
squares estimate, compare and 
calculate different measures, 
including money in pounds and 
pence read, write and convert 
time between analogue and digital 
12- and 24-hour clocks solve 



problems involving converting from 
hours to minutes; minutes to 
seconds; years to months; weeks to 
days 
• Compare/classify geometric 
shapes, incl. quadrilaterals and 
triangles, based on their properties/ 
sizes Identify acute and obtuse 
angles and compare and order 
angles up to two right angles by size
 Identify lines of symmetry 
in 2-D shapes presented in different 
orientations Complete a simple 
symmetric figure with respect to a 
specific line of symmetry
 Describe positions on a 2-D 
grid as coordinates in the first 
quadrant Describe 
movements between positions as 
translations of a given unit to the 
left/right and up/down Plot 
specified points and draw sides to 
complete a given polygon
 Interpret and present 
discrete and continuous data using 
appropriate graphical methods, 
including bar charts and time 
graphs Solve comparison, sum and 
difference problems using 
information presented in bar charts, 
pictograms, tables and other graphs 

Prayer/Tefillah We will carry on with learning and 
consolidate on the prayers the 
children know from their time already 
in school ensuring that the children 
are beginning to use their knowledge 
of Hebrew to read the prayers.  
 

 

PE Tennis skills  

Spelling Weekly Spelling challenge on a Friday  
Children to have own word book for 
use of unfamiliar and new words / 
own dictionary and for their weekly 
spellings. 
5 words to be given by Laura from the 
National Curriculum / Topic words. 5 
words children to select from their 
book that they have mispelt 

I can chose the correct digraph 
or trigraph when spelling words 
and use this in my own writing 
I understand alternate 
pronunciations for particular 
digraphs 
I understand different spelling 
rules 
I know words with endings that 
sound like -'ite' but are spelt 
differently 



I can use different prefixes and 
suffixes 

Sentence and 
Word level 
work (Writing) 

Developing sentence structure and 
length, vocabulary, adverbs, 
paragraphs, punctuation.  
 
(Taught through English lessons, 
including '5 minute Grammar' starter 
sessions). 

I can group ideas to form 
paragraphs 
I can use a variety of 
conjunctions (connectives) and 
know how they change the 
meaning of sentences. 
I can use full stops and capital 
letters in a sentence. 
I can use adverbs to make my 
writing more detailed 
I can use appropriate and 
interesting adjectives when 
describing 
I can use fronted adverbials, 
expanded noun phrases and 
other constructions to make my 
writing more interesting.  

 


