
Yearlong Thematic Study Plans 

Anafim/Year 3   2015-16 

Year Theme: My Country, My People: The UK 

Autumn Term/First Half 

New Beginnings and the United Kingdom (3 weeks) 

- All about me 

- Self portraits 

- Creating school and class rules 

- What makes me special? 

- What are my talents and gifts? 

- Rules and expectations for year 3 and the school community 

- Into the Forest – Anthony Brown 

- Map of the UK 

- Parts of the UK 

- Different communities within the UK 

- Jewish communities within the UK 

- Where is my family from within the UK? 

Festivals – Jewish Studies Focus (4 weeks) 

- Different ways of practicing Judaism in the UK, synagogues 

- Rosh Hashanah: (Jewish New Year) How can we have a sweet new year? 

- Yom Kippur: Vidui/confessions 

- Why is Avinu Malchenu (the prayer/song Our father, Our King) so important? What 

does it mean? 

- Reflections on the past year – how is this year going to be different? 

- Customs that represent a sweet new year. 

- Why do we sit in the succah/temporaray shelter? (Sukkot) 

- What is it like sitting in a succah? (Sukkot) 

- What does it mean to have inadequate housing? 

- What must it feel like to be homeless? 

- The importance of tzedakah (charity) and chesed (loving kindness) linked with 

homelessness 

- Building and designing shelters for people and for animals 

- Homes around the world 

- Why is rain so important to the Jewish people and to Israel?  



 

Autumn Term/Second Half 

Stones and Bones – History and Science focus  (9 weeks) 

- How do we find out about ancient history? Clues and evidence 

- Importance of archaeology 

- Different types of rocks, stones and fossils 

- Where do dinosaurs fit in? 

- What types of dinosaurs were there? 

- What did the dinosaurs do for us? 

- What was the relationship between dinosaurs and humans? 

- How can I know if a dinosaur is a herbivore or a carnivore? 

- The Stone Age in Britain 

- What archaeological evidence can I use to find out about the Stone age? 

- What were the traditions and customs in the Stone Age? 

- What was the dress like of those living in the Stone Age? 

- The Flintstones – Making own Stone Age animatons 

- Animal and human skeletons 

- Animal nutrition 

- Food chains 

- Farming, art and culture during the Iron Age 

- Chanukah  

- Lighting the chanukiah 

- Other festivals of light – Diwali and Christmas with particular focus on light 

symbolism 

 

Spring term 

Roman Britain – History and Geography Focus (7 weeks) 

- Who were the Romans? 

- What were the Romans trying to do? 

- Roman invasion of Britain 

- Roman way of life 

- How has the Roman way of life impacted British culture? 

- What influences are there still today? 

- St Albans visit 

- The Romans in Israel – key locations and impacts on Israel 

- Jews in Roman Times 



- Roman settlements 

- The Jews as settlers 

- Roman myths and play writing 

- The Roman empire- what was it and where was it? 

- The Romans in the UK 

- Roman dress and culture 

Purim – Jewish Studies, Drama, Art (1 week) 

- Retell the story of Megillah Esther  

- Describe alternative perspectives ( connection with Literacy) 

- Seeing a range of megillot (scrolls) and comparing them to a Sefer Torah 

-  Mishloach Manot (gifts of food) one to friend, one to someone outside immediate 

community 

- Significance of dressing up 

- Matanot Laevyomin (gifts for the poor) – caring for the wider community 

- Creating own Megillah story 

- Hear parts of the Megillah leyning (chanting) and read a few lines of the Megillah in 

Hebrew 

- Mask making 

Pesach/Passover – Jewish Studies (2 weeks) 

- Idea of freedom and peoplehood 

- Story of Pesach – retelling in own words 

- The Haggadah 

- Different national customs 

- Significance of cleaning and koshering for Pesach 

- Symbols of the Seder Plate and their Hebrew names 

- Explore and contrast UK Pesach customs to other countries 

- The 4 sons as 1 son 

- Different interpretations of the story 

- Modern day slavery 

 

Summer Term - First Half 

Island Nation – Science and Geography Focus (6 weeks) 

- The countries of the UK 

- What it means that the UK is an island? 

- A coastal town – similarities and differences with London/ Muswell Hill 

- A child’s life in London compared with a child’s life in a coastal town 



- The impact of the sea on lives in the coastal town 

- Magnets and compasses and their use in exploration 

- Adventure stories 

- Persuasive letters 

- Trade links in and with the UK 

- Trip to the seaside 

- The ocean and the beach 

- Fossils we find on the beach – what can we learn from them? 

- Jewish costal community – what is life like? Similarities and differences. 

 

Summer Term - Second half  

Let there be light -  Jewish Studies and Science Focus(7 weeks) 

- Why is light so important to us? 

- How did the world come into being? 

- The story of Bereshit (Creation) 

- Chumash: reading parts of the creation story in the bible in Hebrew 

- What other creation stories are there and how are they similar and different to 

Bereshit? 

- Just So stories 

- Wolves – Emily Gravett 

- Creation stories from around the world  

- Light and light sources 

- How are shadows created? 

- How and why do shadows change? 

- Why are candles and light important in Shabbat? 

- Animal movement 

- Plants 

- Different parts of the plant 

 

Overnight camping trip (summer 2) 

- Team building 

- A night away from your parents – expectations 

- Walking and finding routes 

- Working together to create a lovely camp for everyone 

- PSHE – friendships and taking care of ourselves and each other 

- Theme related learning as above 



 

Olympics – Brazil 2016 (2 weeks) 

- What are the Olympics and where did it all begin? 

- Values of the Olympics 

- The UK team and identities of people and the team as a whole 

- Who makes up the UK team? 

- Different sports at the Olympics and Paralympics 

- A mini-Olympic Games as a whole school 


