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Broad Themes and Big Ideas for the Year 

Developing a Relationship with our School and our Community 

- Developing a relationship to our school and an identity as a school, as individuals in the school, as a school community 

- Developing a sense of ownership and pride in our school and the community of Eden Primary 

Cycles 

- Developing an understanding of the structures and systems inherent in our lives that are important for meaningful living 

- Developing  a deep understanding of the concepts of cycles, repetition and growth 

Topics:  Festivals; A Year in the Woods; Moon and Space; In the Garden; My New School; Reduce, Reuse, Recycle; The Olympics; Transitions  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

Festivals: Tishrei Festivals 
My New School 

A Year in the Woods: Autumn In the Woods 
Moon and Space 
Festivals: Hanukah, Christmas 

Spring 1 Spring 2 

A Year in the Woods: Winter  
Once Upon a Wood… 
Festivals: Chinese New Year, Tu bishvat 

Festivals: Purim, Pesach 
A Year in the Woods: Spring  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 

Festivals: Shavuot 
In the Garden 
 

A Year in the Woods: Summer  
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
Olympics 
Transitions: Reflection on My Year in Reception & Moving On 
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Festivals 

- The main Jewish Festivals & associated traditions – Pesach, 

Shavuot, Sukkot, Rosh Hashannah, Simchat Torah, Hanukah, 

Purim, Yom Ha’atzmaut, Tu bishvat 

- Other festivals and events celebrated by our class – Christmas, 

Diwali, Chinese New Year, Bonfire Night, Easter, Mother’s Day 

- The Cycle of the Year in terms of holidays and celebrations 

- Similarities and differences between the ways we celebrate 

- Art, music, performance & food associated with these festivals 

- Science linked to festivals e.g.  chicks & eggs, tree planting, 

harvesting, light & dark 

- Greetings cards, recounts, stories behind festivals 

- Clay modelling 

- Festive dances 

-  

My New School 

- Building a community 

- The cycle of the school year 

- Getting to know each other & making friends 

- Rules and routines 

- The school environment & resources 

- Managing change 

- Growing up and moving on 

- Birth and birthdays 

- Me and my family 

- Books about starting school e.g I am absolutely too small for 

school – Lauren Child, Harry and the Dinosaurs Go to School 

(Harry & His Bucketful of Dinosaurs)-Ian Whybrow 

 

A Year in the Woods…Once Upon a Wood 

- Seasonal changes; the cycle of the year 

- Stories with woodland setting  e.g. Bear hunt, The Gruffalo, The 

Gruffalo’s Child, Owl Babies 

- Traditional tales e.g. Little Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears, Hansel and Gretel 

- Close observation & environmental study 

- Woodland creatures and hibernation 

- Poetry 

- Listening to The Four Seasons-Vivaldi 

 

Moon and Space 

- Moon, planet & stars 

- Rosh Chodesh, the lunar calendar 

- The Jewish lunar calendar: cycle of the year 

- The Creation Story: cycle of Torah reading 

- Core fiction: Oliver Jeffers – How to Catch a Star, Whatever Next!-

Jill Murphy, Man on the Moon 

- Fantasy stories e.g. Aliens in Underpants Save the World-Claire 

Freedman 

- Life in space 

- Listening to The Planets-Holst, making our own space music 

- Dramatising stories 

- Investigating gravity 
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In the Garden 

- Lifecycles of plants-seed planting, gardens, 

- Minibeasts including life cycles of frogs and butterflies 

- Classification of plants & animals 

- Basic gardening skills 

- Healthy eating 

- Close observation 

- Information texts about plants and life cycles 

- Instruction writing 

- Fiction books about minibeasts e.g. The Hungry Caterpillar –Eric 

Carle, Tadpole’s Promise-Jeanne Willis 

- Playground chants and games 

 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

- Identifying & sorting materials  

- Making things from junk e.g. instruments, junk modelling 

- What happens to our rubbish 

- Environmental Impact/looking after our environment 

- The cycle of recycling 

- Composting 

- Water conservation 

- Judaism and the environment: rest on Shabbat, etc 

- Fiction:  George Saves the World by Lunchtime- Dr Jo Readman 

and Ley Honor Roberts 

 

 

 

Olympics 

- What is it, who is taking part, what sports are involved 

- What countries do the athletes come from and do we know 

people from around the world too? 

- How to support teams/athletes  in a positive way/good 

sportsmanship 

- How do athletes stay healthy, how can we be more healthy  

 

 

Transitions 

- Where will we be next year when we return to school 

- What will be the same/different 

- What have we learned in Garinim, what can we do now that we 

couldn’t do when we arrived at school 

 

On-going learning 

 

Celebrating our school community – celebrating diversity and difference 

in our school community and our local community / service 

- Reflecting our families in school learning experiences 

- Celebrations throughout the year: birthdays, family 

simchas/celebrations, weddings etc 

- The Cycle of the Year at School 

 

The cycle of the day 

- Prayers for parts of the day: eating, waking up etc 
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- Wearing kippot/skull caps 

- Siddurim: the prayer book, creating a class prayer book 

 

The cycle of the week 

- Shabbat: regular challah baking, preparing for Shabbat, giving 

tzedakah (charity), learning about Shabbat 

 

The cycle of the month 

- Rosh Chodesh portraits 

- The cycle of the month: Jewish and secular 

 

 


