
Prachim - Year 5 Yearlong Curriculum Plan 2020-2021 
Theme: The Universe – Journeys through Time 
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 Autumn 1 

Transition back to 
school /  
Chaggei Tishrei / 
Ancient Greece 
 

Autumn 2 
Ancient Greece 
 

Spring  1 
Journeys and 
Immigration  

Spring  2 
Journeys and 
Immigration / Pesach 

Summer 1 
Exploring and 
adventures: 
Antarctica  
 

Summer 2 
Exploring and 
adventures: 
Space 
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The Boy, the Mole, the 
Fox and the Horse – 
Charlie Mackesy 
(about friendship, 
kindness and 
community) 
 
The Adventures of 
Odysseus  - Hugh 
Lupton and Daniel 
Morden (based on  
Homer’s Odyssey, the 
Ancient Greek epic 
poem and one of the 
world's greatest 
adventures stories) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Adventures of 
Odysseus  (continued) 
 
Aesop’s fables 
(Ancient Greek tales) 
 
 
 
 
Exhibition of automata 
on theme of Odysseus 
(see Science/Creativity) 
 
 
 

There’s a boy in the 
girls’ bathroom – Louis 
Sachar (about friendship, 
bullying and self-esteem) 
 
 
Discussion with 
journalist about facts 
and opinions, linked to 
Reading work this half 
term (distinguishing 
between fact and 
opinion). 
 
 

The Silence Seeker – Ben 
Morley (about an asylum 
seeker and a young boy 
who befriends him) 
 
Exodus narrative 
(Shemot in the Torah, 
recounting the Jewish 
people’s exodus from 
Egypt) 
 
 
Haggadot on the theme 
of journeys 
 

Shackleton’s Journey – 
William Grill 
(non-fiction visual 
re-telling of Ernest 
Shackleton's expedition 
crossing the Antarctic 
from one pole to the 
other) 
 
 
Exhibition of writing and 
artefacts about 
Shackleton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Moon – Catherine 
Thimmesh (the true story 
of how 400,000 People 
Landed Apollo 11 on the 

Moon) 
 
 
 
Space Art exhibition 
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) Visit from beekeeper 
(or to beehives) to learn 
about beekeeping (link 
to honey for Rosh 
Hashana and its use in 
Ancient Greece) (TBC) 

Visit to Houses of 
Parliament or Downing 
Street (link to early 
democracy in Ancient 
Greece) 

Residential trip to 
Kingswood outdoor 
education centre 
(TBC Feb 3-5 2021) 

Visit to British Library 
to view illuminated 
manuscripts (in 
preparation for Pesach 
work and linked to work 
in History) 

Visit to Jewish care 
home to discuss 
Antarctic adventures 
with residents (TBC) 

Visit to Greenwich 
observatory (TBC) 
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 Integration of Jewish 
Studies and History; Art 
and Science; English and 
Computing. 

Integration of Jewish 
Studies and History; 
English and PSHE. 

Integration of Geography 
and English; History and 
Jewish Studies. 

Integration of History, 
English, Jewish Studies 
and Art. 

Integration of English, 
Art, Science and 
Geography. 

Integration of Science, 
P.E. and Art. 
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l Visits to Coldfall Woods 
to build the city of 
Athens and for other 
learning. 

Regular visits to Coldfall 
Woods to cover a variety 
of subject areas. 

Six sessions in Coldfall 
Woods, linked to English 
work (recreating and 
experiencing scenes 
from key text). 

Regular visits to Coldfall 
Woods to cover a variety 
of subject areas. 

Investigating plants in 
woodland behind the 
school to tie in with 
Science topic. 

Regular visits to Coldfall 
Woods to cover a variety 
of subject areas. 
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 Forces -  explain that 
unsupported objects fall 
towards the Earth 
because of the force of 
gravity acting between 
the Earth and the falling 
object; identify the 
effects of air resistance, 
water resistance and 
friction that act between 
moving surfaces; 
recognise that some 
mechanisms, including 
levers, pulleys and 
gears, allow a smaller 
force to have a greater 
effect. 

Properties and Changes 
of Materials - grouping 
substances according to 
properties, investigating 
changes of state 
between solid, liquid and 
gas, developing scientific 
investigation skills. 

Living things and their 
habitats - including 
differences in lifecycles 
of a mammal, 
amphibian, insect and 
bird, and reproduction in 
some animals and plants. 

Animals including 
humans  - describing 
changes as humans grow 
and age. 

Observing patterns in 
data and scientific 
changes over time. 
 
Geography link – 
Antarctic climates and 
habitats, effects of 
climate change.  
 
 

Earth and Space - 
describing the 
movement of the Earth 
and other planets 
relative to the sun in the 
solar system, and the 
movement of the moon 
relative to the Earth. 
Describing the sun, Earth 
and moon as 
approximately spherical 
bodies. Explaining day 
and night and the 
apparent movement of 
the sun across the sky in 
terms of the Earth’s 
rotation. Scientific 
thinking as described 
earlier. 
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 The Boy, the Mole, the 
Fox and the Horse 
 
Written responses to 
the text on the theme of 
friendship, kindness and 
community. 
 
Grammar: Modal verbs, 
commas for clarity.  
 
Reading: Use inference 
skills, ask questions to 
develop understanding,  
predicting what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied, 
participating in 
discussion. 
 
All Year 5 reading 
objectives will also be 
addressed throughout 
the year through whole-
class and small-group 
reading (including 
poetry). 
 

The Adventures of 
Odysseus 
 
Writing own adventure 
or fable based on Greek 
tales. 
 
Aesop’s fables 
Developing 
comprehension skills 
through reading and 
discussion of these 
Ancient Greek moral 
tales. 
 
 
Writing short stories on 
the theme of friendship 
and bullying (link to Anti-
Bullying Week).  
 
 
Grammar: Brackets, 
dashes and commas to 
indicate parentheses. 
 
Reading: Identifying how 
language, structure and 
presentation contribute 
to meaning.  Reading 
books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes. 

There’s a Boy in the 
Girls’ Bathroom 
 
Writing plays on the 
theme of friendship and 
bullying. 
 
Writing a journalistic 
report on our residential 
trip to Kingswood. 
 
Narrative poetry: 
The Highwayman 
 
Grammar: Devices to 
build cohesion within a 
paragraph.  
 
Reading: Discuss and 
evaluate how authors 
use language, 
including figurative 
language, considering 
the impact 
on the reader. 

Exodus narrative  
 
The Silence Seeker 
 
First-person narrative 
writing, focusing on the 
experience of someone 
forced to leave their 
home country. 
 
Grammar: Convert 
nouns into adjectives or 
verbs using suffixes (de- 
re- mis- over- re-). 
 
Reading:  Drawing 
inferences such as 
inferring characters' 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions, and 
justifying inferences 
with evidence. 
 

Shackleton’s Journey 
  
Creating an exhibition of 
writing and artefacts 
about Shackleton. 
 
Grammar: Relative 
clauses.  
 
Reading:  Retrieving, 
recording and presenting 
information from non‐ 
fiction, distinguishing 
between statements of 
fact and opinion. 
 
 

Team Moon 
 
Writing the memoir of 
an imaginary ordinary 
person – e.g. spacesuit 
seamstress, riveter – 
who played a role in the 
1969 moon landings. 
History link – 20th 
century. 
 
Grammar: Consolidate 
all Year 5 objectives.  
 
Reading: Summarising 
the main ideas drawn 
from more than 
one paragraph, 
identifying key details 
that support the 
main ideas. 
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Place Value and 
Rounding of Large 
Numbers  
Interpret Negative 
Numbers  
Place Value of Numbers 
with up to Three 
Decimal Places  
Multiply and Divide by 
10, 100 and 1,000  
Properties of Number – 
Multiples, Factors and 
Common Factors  
Prime and Composite 
Numbers  
Multiply and Divide 
Mentally  
Solve Problems Involving 
Knowledge of Key Facts  
 

Mastery  
Add and Subtract Using a 
Range of Strategies  
Add and Subtract Using 
Formal Written Methods  
Formal Written Method 
for Multiplication  
Formal Written Method 
of Short Division  
Equivalent Fractions  
Compare and Order 
Fractions  

Adding and Subtracting 
Fractions 

Mastery 
Problem Solving – All 
Four Operations  
Multiply Fractions by 
Whole Numbers  
Fraction Problem Solving  
Measure – Converting 
Units of Measure  
Area  
Volume and Capacity  
Percentages  
Problem Solving – 
Percentages  

 

Mastery 
3-D Shapes from 2-D 
Representations  
Reflection and 
Translation  
Perimeter  
Estimate, Compare, 
Measure and Draw 
Angles  

Identify Unknown Angles 

Mastery 
Formal Methods for 
Division and 
Multiplication in 
Increasingly Complex 
Problems  
Strategies for 
Multiplication and 
Division (Mental and 
Written)  
Solving Problems 
involving Scaling by 
Simple Fractions and 
Rates  
Conversion of Imperial 
and Metric Units of 
Measure  
Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages Problem 
Solving  
Reading Timetables and 
Calculating with Time 
 

Mastery 
Solve Problems involving 
the Four Operations  
Distinguish between 
Regular and Irregular 
Polygons  
Use Properties of 
Rectangles  
Statistics – Solve 
Comparison, Sum and 
Difference Problems 
using Information in a 
Line Graph  
Statistics – Interpreting 
and Evaluating 
Information Presented in 
Charts and Tables  
Roman Numerals 
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History and geography 

of city states, focusing 

particularly on Athens as 

that is where evidence is 

from.  Political and 

social systems, 

language, art and 

theatre. 

Life in Ancient Greece  

History and geography of 

city states, focusing 

particularly on Athens as 

that is where evidence is 

from.  Political and social 

systems, language, art 

and theatre. 

Jewish immigration/ 
Emigration 
Study of diverse and 
changing neighbourhood 
e.g. Brick Lane. History of 
Jewish emigration 
worldwide. 
 

Pesach  
Focus on journey theme. 
Use Exodus narrative in 
English as writing focus. 
Haggadah – based on 
illuminated medieval 
manuscripts.  Study of 
Sarajevo haggadah. 
 

Antarctica 
Shackleton’s 
adventures, geography 
of this continent, history 
of exploration, 
technology of Antarctic 
exploration.  

Space 
The Apollo 11 missions, 
history of space travel, 
20th century context, life 
in space.  
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We are Cryptographers.  
 
Link to Ancient Greece.  

Rising Stars: Unit 5.2: 
We are Cryptographers.  
 
Link to Ancient Greece. 

Rising Stars: Unit 5.2 
We are Architects 
 
Link to emigration / 
home.   

Rising Stars: Unit 5.2: 
We are Architects 
 
Link to emigration / 
home.   

Rising Stars Unit 5.4.: 
We are Web Developers 

Rising Stars Unit 5.4.: 
We are Web Developers 
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 Automata – telling the 

story of the Odyssey 
(linked to Ancient Greek 
theatre and Adventures 
of Odysseus). Technical 
drawings, then creation 
of automata (simple 
machines with moving 
parts) using balance and 
weighted objects. 

Automata (continued) – 
culminating in an 
exhibition. 

Illustrating a journey 
with text and natural 
resources, inspired by 
the work of sculptor 
Richard Long and textile 
artist Alice Fox. 
 
Pen, brush and ink 
making, rust printing. 
 
 
 
 
 

Book binding and using 
natural resources to 
make haggadot pages. 
 
Reggio-inspired 3 week 
project – focus to be 
confirmed, but linked to 
topic. 

Conceptual Art about 
the Antarctic inspired by 
visual artist Katie 
Paterson, whose 
artworks concern 
translation, distance, 
and scale. 

Conceptual Art about 
the Antarctic, 
culminating in curating 
an exhibition. 
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Rosh Hashanah - 
mitzvot and customs, 
food omens, alternative 
names for Rosh 
Hashanah, yamim 
noraim (days of awe / 
High Holy Days). 
 
Yom Kippur - how 
actions affect those 
around us, tzedakah 
(justice/charity), aseret 
yimai teshuvah (10 days 
of repentance). 
 
Sukkot - arba minim 
(four species) /parts of 
body, harvest festival as 
comparative religion, 
ushpizin/ot (Sukkot 
guests). 
 
Shemini Atzeret –  
analyse Mashiv Ha 
Ruach (who makes the 
wind blow and the rain 
fall) prayer and devise 
own version.  

 
Simchat  Torah – 
explain why Shemini 
Atzeret and Simchat 
Torah are celebrated as 
one or two day festivals 
depending on 
community or country. 
Understanding why 
everyone (according to 
community) gets an 
Aliyah (calling to come 
up and read from the 
Torah) on Simchat 
Torah, learn first bracha 
(blessing). 
 

Chanukah -  
consider how the story 
of Chanukah is about the 
defeat of another 
civilisation (Seleucids)  
learn what makes a 
chanukiah kosher, how it 
is lit and its placement 
based on Hillel 
learn and analyse the 
first three verses of 
Maoz Tzur. 
 
Jewish life in Ancient 
Greece – Alexandria. 

Jewish journeys – 
Explain the laws and 
traditions that govern 
our everyday Jewish life. 
 
Revise knowledge and 
experiences of cycle of 
the week, month, year, 
Jewish calendar Hebrew 
dates and explain the 
origins, laws and 
customs of each, and 
related texts/sources 
where relevant. 
 
Understand the lives and 
culture of some historic 
Jewish communities.  
 
Understanding cultural 
achievements of these 
historic Jewish 
communities – art, 
philosophy, literature.  
 

Purim – 
revise Megillat Esther 
and leyn first verse. 
Make mishloach manot 
(food portions given on 
Purim) and understand 
concept of responsibility 
towards wider 
community. 
Understand historical 
location of Purim story, 
between first and second 
temples. 
 
Pesach –  
(Haggadah content) 
Connect the birth of the 
Jewish people to the 
start of the Jewish Year. 
Place the narrative of 
Yitziyat Mitzrayim on a 
timeline. 
Revise the parts of the 
Haggadah and create 
personal questions on it 
Explore why we have to 
consider ourselves to 
have been present at the 
exodus. 
Identify and connect the 
personalities of the 
Haggadah (Moshe and 
Pharaoh) with the stories 
of Pesach and Matan 
Todah. 
To be able to explain 
what Chametz is and 
why we remove it from 
our house. 

Shabbat – learn and 
analyse Kabbalat 
Shabbat prayers.  
 

The Omer / Shavuot / 
YomHa’atzmaut / 
Yom Hazikaron -  
Understand that the 
Omer was an offering of 
barley given during 
temple times. 
Explore some significant 
British personalities and 
their involvement in the 
establishment of modern 
day Israel. 
 
Explain why and how 
Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israeli 
Independence Day)  is a 
modern festival 
Understand and explain 
what happened to Bnei 
Yisrael (children of Israel) 
Matan Torah (giving of 
the Torah). Revise the 
story of Ruth and explore 
and consider the mitzvah 
of gleaning found in 
Megillat Ruth. 
Explore the harvest 
connected to Shavuot 
(Science link). 
Consider why laws are 
important 
 
Revise cycle of the week, 
month, year, Jewish 
calendar, Hebrew dates 
and explain origins, laws 
and customs of each – 
link to science 
learning/phases of the 
Moon. 
 

Shabbat – Work towards 
leading a kabbalat 
Shabbat service.   
 
Rosh chodesh and the 
Jewish calendar – 
Explain the connection 
between Rosh Chodesh 
(beginning of the Jewish 
month) and the secular 
calendar with particular 
emphasis on leap years, 
to discover how Rosh 
Chodesh was identified 
historically. Connect the 
Hebrew and secular 
months and name the 
dates for the three 
Shalosh regalim (three 
foot festivals). 
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 Whole of Havdallah 
(Hamavdil), leyn Shema, 
Ahavat Olam.  
 

Locate the Chanukah 
service in a siddur 
Know how to recite Al 
Hanissim during the 
Amidah. 

Asher Yatzar - Learn and 
analyse. Revise tefillat 
HaDerech, say before 
school trips.  
 

Analyse sections of the 
Haggadah and create 
personal responses to it.  
 

Hallel – Hallelu, Ozi 
v’zimrat yah, Hodu, 
Bezeit Yisrael (in 
preparation for Shavuot).  
 

Kabbalat Shabbat 
service. 

P
SH

E-
  E

d
en

 /
 B

ri
ti

sh
 /

 J
ew

is
h

 v
al

u
e

s 

Heads up Kids – Back 2 
School programme 
 
Being Strong 
(Barnet scheme of work) 
 
Responsibility 
•Care for each other 
•Care for school 
•Care for nature and the 
environment 
•Care for the wider 
community 
•Taking responsibility 
for our learning 
 
Tikkun Olam- repair the 
world, Tzedakah- 
charity, Gemilut 
Hassadim- good deeds, 
Tzedek Tirdof- pursue 
justice 
 
 

Drug Education 
(Barnet scheme of work) 
 
Excellence 
•Embracing challenge 
•High expectations 
•Determination, effort 
and resilience 
•Thinking 
•Confidence 
•Pride in our 
achievements 
 
Lilmod U’Lelamed-to 
teach and to learn, 
Derech Eretz – way of 
the world, Chevruta- 
learning in collaboration, 
Lihiyot B’simcha-doing 
everything with joy and 
positive attitude 
 
Mitzvah Day 
 
Relationships and Sex 
Education – Year 4 
curriculum (not covered 
last year due to 
lockdown) 

The Media 
(Barnet scheme of work) 
 
Respect 
•Compassion 
•Kindness 
•Valuing all others - 
children and adults 
•Getting along 
 
Ve’ahavt Lereacha 
Kamocha - love your 
neighbour as yourself, 
Chesed- kindness  
 

Moving on with 
confidence and clarity 
(Barnet scheme of work) 
 
Community 
•Inclusive 
•Unity 
•Celebrating 
difference/uniqueness 
•Diversity 
•Inclusion of children 
with SEN and from 
different faiths and 
backgrounds 
•Family 
 
Kehillah Kadusha- holy 
community, Tzelem 
Elohim- made in the 
image of God 
 

Let’s Make Money 
(Barnet scheme of work) 
 
Creativity 
•Courage 
•Curiosity 
•Exploration 
•Innovation 
•Fun 
•Risk taking 
•Innovative teaching 
and learning 
 
Shivim Panim L’Torah- 
70 interpretations of 
Torah, Elu V’elu- these 
as well as these are the 
words of the living God 

Changes during Puberty 
(Barnet scheme of work) 
 
Relationships and Sex 
Education – body 
changes during puberty. 
 
Revisit all previously 
taught values. 
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with percussion. 
Using instruments to 
add colour to a 
performance of Greek 
poetry. Appreciation of 
Greek folk music. 
Significance of music in 
Ancient Greece. 
 

Djembe drumming / 
percussion  
Composition and 
performance using call 
and response, and 
playing more complex 
rhythms in parts. 

Hungarian Dance 
Number 5 by Brahms.  
Comparison with Greek 
folk music.  Identifying 
different orchestral 
instruments. 

Mambo (West Side 
Story) by Leonard 
Bernstein. Composing 
and performing music 
using similar rhythms. 
Discussion of immigrant 
theme and how 
Bernstein portrays this. 
 

Doctor Who theme – 
ground-breaking 
electronic music. ‘Found 
Sounds’ and 
introduction to Garage 
Band app for 
composition. 

Space Oddity - David 
Bowie 
Walking on the Moon – 
The Police 
Comparison of these two 
pop songs, and 
discussion of lyrics.  
Composition of own 
songs on theme of space. 

P
.E

. Team games - focus on 
co-operation, agility, 
hand-eye co-ordination. 
 

Team games - focus on 
co-operation, agility, 
hand-eye co-ordination. 
 

Dance - focus on 
coordination and timing. 
 
 

Athletics / Gymnastics 
 
 
 

NASA – Train like an 
astronaut 
 

 
 

NASA – Train like an 
astronaut 
 
 


