
Eden Primary Medium Term Planning 

Prachim (Year 5) 2020-2021 

Theme for year: The Universe (Heritage and Civilisations) 

Spring 1:  JOURNEYS AND IMMIGRATION   6 weeks 

COVID-19: plans may be adapted for remote learning 

Project Launch:  Art exploring significant places our families have moved from or to 

Culminating Project: Playscript about the journey of a friendship (linked to class text)  

This topic is cross-curricular, integrating English, Jewish Studies, History, Geography, PSHE, Art and 

British Values. It will allow the children to use a range of skills and to discover connections between 

these curriculum areas. Many of the skills developed over the course of this term will feed into the 

Haggadah project to be completed at the end of Spring 2, including learning about the experience of 

immigrants/emigrants, both Jewish and those from other communities.  

In English, we will read and analyse The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes, a narrative poem describing a 

journey, as poems of this genre often do. The children will explore the structure and language of this 

kind of poetry, and learn to describe and understand more sophisticated elements of poetry such as 

metre, rhythm and the dramatic effect of language. Our class text later this half term will be There’s 

a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom by Louis Sacher, which explores issues around self esteem and 

friendships and will provide good opportunities for discussion and writing around issues that often 

affect children at this age.  This will link to a the Heads Up PSHE programme that we will also be 

following this term, designed specifically for Year 5 children to help them process their experiences 

of the Covid19 pandemic. 

In History and Geography, we will look at the experiences of people who have made journeys, 

including Maimonides – a Medieval Jew – and current immigrants to our country. Our Art and Design 

learning will focus on the work of Richard Long and Alice Fox, and representing journeys using 

natural resources. The children will also finish making their automata (simple moving mechanisms) 

depicting scenes from the Odyssey, another epic journey. 

Our Maths Mastery curriculum will cover Roman Numerals, Measure, Area, Volume and Capacity, 

Percentages, 3D Shapes from 2D Representations, Reflection and Translation. Those who are already 

confident will have the opportunity to consolidate and deepen their skills thorough investigations. 

 

Key Texts  There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom  – Louis Sacher 

   The Highwayman – Alfred Noyes 

 

Visits / Visitors Workshop (on Zoom) with a poet to explore metre and rhythm (TBC) 

Trips to Coldfall Woods for work across the curriculum 

 

 



 

 

Area of 
Curriculum 

Content and Knowledge Skills  

English Fiction 
 
 
 
 
Grammar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Poetry (narrative) 
 
 
 
 
 

There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom – 
Louis Sacher 
Writing a playscript about friendship and 
bullying. 
 
Use devices to build cohesion within a 
paragraph: 

- Adverbials of time [for example, 
later], place [for example, nearby] 
and number [for example, 
secondly] 

 Tense choices [for example, he 
had seen her before]. 

 Brackets, dashes and commas to 
indicate parentheses. 

 
Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes [for example –ate, –ise, –ify] 
 
 
The Highwayman – Alfred Noyes 
Discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader. 
 
 
 

Science Materials and their properties 
(continued from last half term) 
 
 
 
Animals including humans   
 
 
Scientific methods and thinking 
 
 

 Group substances according to 
properties. 

 Investigate changes of state 
between solid, liquid and gas. 
 

 Describing changes as humans 
grow and age (linked to RSE). 
 

 Design and evaluate fair tests / 
investigations, and make precise 
measurements. 

 Identify scientific evidence that 
has been used to support or 
refute ideas or arguments. 

 

Jewish Studies Shabbat 
 
Jewish journeys – 
Explain the laws and traditions 

 Explain the Jewish laws and 
traditions that govern everyday 
life; 

 Be able to explain and respect 



that govern our everyday Jewish 
life. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tu B’shvat 

diversity in Jewish life e.g. 
different observances of Shabbat. 

 Revise the cycle of the week, 
month, year, Jewish calendar, 
Hebrew dates and explain the 
origins, laws and customs of each. 
 

 Recite and know meaning of the 
brachot: Ha’etz, Ha’Adama  

 Design and hold a Tu B’Shvat 
Seder 

 Revise how the celebration of Tu 
B’shvat is related to Israel  

 Investigate the different plants 
grown in England and Israel 
(Science connection)  

 To review the connection of the 
Shivat Ha minim to Tu B’shvat and 
why those plants would not grow 
in England 

 
 

History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography 

Immigration and emigration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning about different communities 
who have immigrated to Britain, including 
the children’s own ancestors. 
 
Understanding the lives of some historic 
Jewish figures and the historical events 
that led to them to make journeys 
(including Maimonides in Medieval Spain 
who travelled to Cairo). 
 
Studying different types of historical 
sources and understanding why different 
accounts may show opposing viewpoints. 
 
Using maps, globes and Google Earth to 
map journeys undertaken by different 
Jewish historical figures and immigrant 
communities, including the children’s own 
ancestors. 

Religious 
Education 

Chinese New Year Explaining the significance of Chinese New 
Year across the world and presenting an 
assembly on this.  
Considering the contributions of Chinese 
and other immigrant communities to the 
UK. 
 

Art, Design & 
Technology 

Forest school work 
 
 

Exploring the work of Richard Long and 
Alice Fox. Illustrating a journey with text 
and natural resources. 



 
Calligraphy and illumination 
Link to Jewish Studies work on 
Medieval Spain.  
 

 
Trips to the Woods - Making work 
inspired by Richard Long and Alice Fox in a 
natural location.  
 
Pen, brush and ink making 
Rust printing. 
 

Music West-Side Story – “Mambo” 
(from Symphonic Dances) by 
Leonard Bernstein – based on 
Romeo and Juliet, and deals with 
rivalries between gangs 
(including Puerto Rican 
immigrant community) in New 
York. 

Confidently recognise a wide range of 
musical instruments and the sounds they 
make. 
Recognise and explore further musical 
styles and know some of their key 
characteristics (e.g. instruments / rhythms 
typically used in a given genre). 
Develop aural memory skills by listening 
to and repeating increasingly complex 
melodies and rhythms. 
Compose increasingly complex rhythms. 
Use increasingly accurate musical 
language to appraise a piece of music or a 
particular genre (including new vocabulary 
from Knowledge section). 
Improvise with increasing confidence 
using own voice and varied rhythms and 
pitches. 
Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts with some accuracy, control, 
fluency and expression. 
Understand and use formal written 
notation including stave (staff), dotted 
crotchets and note values from previous 
years. 
Develop an increasing understanding of 
the history and context of music. 
 

Computing Rising Stars: Unit 5.2 
We are Architects 
 

Creating a virtual space. 
Understanding importance of keeping 
personal details safe online. 

 



Subject Based Learning 

Area of 
Curriculum 

Content and knowledge Skills 

Reading Whole class reading focused on 
challenging, stimulating texts suitable for 
Year 5 children. 
 
Regular written reading comprehensions 
for all children.  
 

Discuss and evaluate how authors 
use language, including figurative 
language, considering the impact 
on the reader. 

Handwriting 3x weekly handwriting practise according 
to the ‘PenPals’ scheme.  
 
Children will focus on joining their letters 
accurately and writing with increasing 
speed and fluency. 

Children can write fluently and 
accurately, joining all letters that 
need to be joined.  
Children understand importance of 
good pencil grip, appropriate 
pressure, and good posture for 
writing.  
Children who have specific 
difficulties have opportunities to 
practise pencil control and fine 
motor skills.  
Children whose handwriting is 
already at a high standard will 
practise speed, accuracy and 
fluency. 

Spelling No-Nonsense Spelling scheme 
 
Three 20-minute sessions per week. 

Learn statutory spellings according 
to the National Curriculum, English 
Appendix 1. 
Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ 
spelt –cious or –tious 
Endings which sound like /ʃəl/ 
Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, 
–ent, –ence/–ency 
Adding suffixes beginning with 
vowel letters to words ending in 
–fer 
Use of the hyphen 
 

Maths Mastery curriculum Roman Numerals 
Measure - Converting Units of 
Measure 
Area 
Volume and Capacity 
Percentages 
Problem-Solving – Percentages 
3D Shapes from 2D Representations 
Reflection and Translation 

Prayer/Tefillah Birkat HaGomel 
HaDerech 

Learn a prayer of gratitude after a 
difficult time. 
Learn Ha Derech, the prayer for 



going on a journey, and say before 
school trips.  
Revise previously learnt tefillat and 
fill gaps. 
 

PSHE – Personal, 
Social, Health 
and Economic 
Wellbeing 
 
 
 
 
RSE - 
Relationships 
and Sex 
Education  

Heads Up Year 5 Programme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 4 Relationships and Sex Education 
programme (catch up from last year, 
before we cover the Year 5 curriculum in 
the Summer term) 
 
 
Jewish Values 
 
 
 

First 3 sessions of a year-long 
programme aimed specifically at 
Year 5.  These will explore: 

- Gratitude 
- Being a group 
- How we listen and what we 

hear 
 
Stages of the human life cycle. 
Physical and emotional changes 
that happen to our bodies during 
puberty. 
 
 
Ve’ahavt Lereacha Kamocha - love 
your neighbour as yourself, Chesed- 
kindness  
 

PE Individual challenges 
 
 
Daily walk / cycle 

Focus on co-operation, agility, 
hand-eye co-ordination. 
 
Improving fitness, stamina and 
mental health. 

 


