
Eden Primary Medium Term Planning : Shorashim (Year 1) : Spring Term 1 

Houses and Homes 

Overview and Rationale: 

This project is based on houses and homes. We will hear stories about houses and children will learn about the essential features of a home and 

discuss what they think makes a home a home. In science they will investigate different materials and their properties and then use this 

knowledge to explore the best materials for house/home building. We will be learning about Mezuzot and how Jews are commanded to place 

them on the doorframe in the central Jewish prayer, The Shema. We will also learn about different Jewish artefacts that can be found in the 

home. We will learn about homes around the world and how climate affects their design. We will also learn about Tu B’Shevat. 

 

COVID-19: These plans may be adapted for remote learning. 

 

Project Launch: The House that Jack Built 

 

Culminating Projects:   Making Mezuzot 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Topic Based Learning 

Area of 

Curriculum 
Content Skills / Knowledge 

English Writing related to traditional repeating stories 

 

We will be looking at traditional stories that build up as they are read. 

i.e The House that Jack Built and I Know a Lady Who Swallowed a Fly.  

 

Comparing Similar Texts 

 

Comparing and writing about modern alternative versions of the 

above stories.  (The House that Zac Built by Alison Murray) 

 

Reading Traditional Texts 

 

Reading the Three Little Pigs and rewriting the story. 

Narrative:  

Using phonic knowledge to help spell words. 

Spelling common words from phase 5 

Using full stops and capital letters. 

Writing a recount of a story. 

Writing successive sentences 

Looking at how repetitive texts build up 

Retelling stories 

Using capital letters and full stops 

Using and as a conjunction 

Using adjectives and adverbs to enhance their 

sentences 

 

Science Features and properties of materials 

Sorting and classifying materials. 

Materials and their properties 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 

Grouping materials 



Finding pairs of opposites to describe materials (hard/ soft, bendy, 

stiff) 

Which material is best for curtains and other items in the home?  

Which materials are good to make an umbrella from and why. 

Looking at the ideas about materials to build houses in The Three 

Little Pigs 

 

To use their senses to explore and recognise the 

similarities and differences between materials  

 

To sort objects into groups on the basis of simple 

material properties [for example, roughness, 

hardness, shininess, ability to float, transparency 

and whether they are magnetic or non-magnetic] 

 

To recognise and name common types of material 

[for example, metal, plastic, wood, paper, rock] and 

recognise that some of them are found naturally 

 

 To find out about the uses of a variety of materials 

[for example, glass, wood, wool] and how these are 

chosen for specific uses on the basis of their simple 

properties. 

 

Sort everyday objects into those that are made 

from just one material, those that are made of two 

etc. 



Geography Different Houses around the World 
 
We will study different homes in the UK and from other countries and 
discuss why they are built in these ways and why certain materials are 
used,. 
 
What are the four countries of the United Kingdom? 

Look at a world map and understand some basic ideas about climate 

related to homes. 

Look at the map of the Journey the Children of Israel took when 

leaving Egypt. 

 

Study pictures/videos of a locality and ask 

geographical questions e.g. What is it like to live in 

this place? 

Express own views about a place, people and 

environment. 

Draw and label pictures to show how places are 

different. 

 

Creativity/ 

Forest School 

Making a 3D Model of a house   To plan and create models of houses and homes in 

both 2D and 3D. 

To make a mezuzah case focussing on finishing 

techniques. 

Religious 

Education 

Special books and artefacts that are in homes from different religions. 

 

To understand why books are special to pupils and 

others.  

 

To hear and/or read a variety of religious stories 

about people, their words, beliefs and practices and 



realise why these are important.  

 

To understand why these writings are important 

and special to the various religious communities  

 

To understand that there are similarities and 

differences both within and between religions on 

how the sacred texts are used to inform beliefs. 

 

Jewish Studies 

 

We will be looking at traditions in the home within Judaism: 

 Getting ready for Shabbat and festivals in the home  

 The mitzvah (commandment) of opening up your home to 

visitors and those less fortunate 

 Artefacts in the home such as the Mezuzah, candle sticks, 

wine cup, Hanukiah, Siddurim, Havdalah Set etc  

 

Text: We will focus on first verse of  the Shema (main Jewish prayer) 

and look at its translation particularly that it has to be placed on the 

doorframe of the house 

I know how homes are important in Jewish and 

other faiths 

 

I can recognise common artefacts to do with 

Judaism and say how they are used and when. 

 

I can say what we are commanded to do in the first 

verse of the Shema. 

 

 



We will know that this is an important prayer for the family as it 

instructs the parents to teach it to their children.  

 

Children will begin to understand value and engage in respectful 

discourse about the diversity of the Jewish lives of their peers and 

others in the community - with key emphasis on family events, 

practices and traditions. 

 

I know that the laws that govern Jewish life  
(with family and body emphasis) have origins in Torah for example 
explain that Shabbat, kashrut, respecting one’s family, looking after 
body are lessons we learn from the Torah 
 
 
Name family rituals from home and notice/explain how they are 
similar or different to other families in the class  
 

I know that Shabbat starts with Kiddush and ends with a Havdallah.  

Tefillah I can say the first verse of the Shema and say what it is telling us to do 

 

Birchat Habayit- Blessing for the home 

I know important prayers and blessings 

 

I know the Shema is an important prayer that you 

say three times a day. 

I know the translation of the first two lines. 



I can recognise familiar words within the Shema 

(levavacha, nafshacha and mo’odecha   

 

I know you have to teach it to your family and you 

are commanded to love God. 

 

To know how the Shema is related to the Mezuzah 

and the wearing of Teffillin. 



Music  We shall study “No Place Like Home” by Kerry Andrews. Through this 

we shall start work on early composition 

I can listen to the environment around me and 

describe what I hear. 

 

I can create musical motifs both rhythmically and 

freely using the environment as stimulus. 

 

I can structure my ideas into a piece of music. 

 

I can rotate their ideas graphically. 

 

I can learn musical language appropriate to the task 

Computing We are painters. 

 

We will be using drawing apps to draw and paint pictures of the three 

little pigs 

 

 

 

, 

I can use the web safely to find ideas for an 

illustration.  

 

I can select and use appropriate painting tools to 

create and change images on the computer. 

 

I can understand how this use of ICT differs from 

using paint and paper.  

 

I can create an illustration for a particular purpose. 



I know how to save and retrieve and change my 

work.  

I can reflect on my work and act on feedback.  



Non Thematic 

Jewish 

Education 

Tu B’Shvat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judaism on health- V’nishmartem Le Nafshotechem – take care of 

yourself soul and body 

 

I know about Tu B’Shevat and its date (and 
translation)  is 15th Shevat 
 
I know the  importance of trees 
 
Name/sort interesting and unfamiliar fruits and 

vegetables 

I know that llooking after ourselves and our body 
are lessons we learn from the Torah 

Tefillah Continue with morning prayers with special attention to the first 

verse of the Shema  

 

I can say the blessings for fruit  and vegetables (Tu B’Shevat) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Night Kiddush 

I know morning prayers:  
Modeh Ani 
Elohai Neshama 
Mah Tovu 
Oseh Shalom 
Adon Olam  
Hallel  
Shema 
 
I know some  Friday Night Kiddush: 
Shalom Aleichem  
Lecha Dodi 
 
Blessing over the candles 
Blessing over the wine 
Blessing over the challah  
 
I know Ha Etz and Ha  Adamah (Tu Bishvat) 



PSHE 

 

 

 

British Values 

Social Relationships 

 

Beginning to understand myself and others. 

 

I know the key members of the royal family  

Understanding my feelings 
 
I can tell you something that has made me jealous. 
 
I can tell when I feel jealous. 
 
I understand that being unkind and hurting 
someone doesn’t make me feel better. 
 
I can tell you how I feel when I lose someone or 
something I care about. 

Letters and 

Sounds 

Phase 5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practise recognition and recall of graphemes and 
different pronunciations of graphemes as they are 
learned.  
 
Teach alternative spellings of phonemes for 
spelling. 
 
Practise reading and spelling words with adjacent 
consonants and words with newly learned 
graphemes.  
 
Teach spelling the tricky word for Phase 5.  
 
Practise reading and spelling high-frequency words. 
Practise reading and spelling polysyllabic words.  
 
Practise reading sentences. 
 
Practise writing sentences. 



Handwriting Forming lower cases letters Reviewing formation of the 4 main handwriting 
families: 
 
 Long Ladder Family  

 One Armed Robots Family  

 Curly Caterpillar Family  

 Zig Zag Family 

Forming all capital letters. 
 

Maths Measures  
 
 
Sequencing Events 
 
Numbers to Twenty  

The Language of Comparing Length, Height, Mass 
and Speed  
 
Days of the Week and Months of the Year  
 
Adding using ‘Think 10’  
Subtraction using ‘Think 10’  
Equality and Balance  
Part or Whole Unknown 
 

PE Athletics 

 

I can remember, repeat and link combinations of 

actions.  

I can use my body and a variety of equipment with 

greater control and coordination. 

 

I can choose skills and equipment to help me meet 



 

the challenges I am set. 

 

I can recognise and describe what my body feels 

like during different types of activity. 

 

I can watch, copy and describe what they and 

others have done 


