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Jewish London 

Overview and Rationale: 

In this topic children will gain a deeper and wider knowledge of the Jewish festivals of Purim (25th February) and 

Pesach (27th March - 4th  April) and look at how they are celebrated in London. For Purim we will be focusing on the 

story of Megillah Esther and comparing the Megillah itself with a Sefer Torah. As part of Tzedakah and being a good 

Jewish citizen we will be looking at ‘Mishloach Manot’ and choosing our own charities to support, with a London 

theme. We will consider the idea of ‘matanot laevyomin’ (caring for the wider community, gifts for the poor) and 

how this ties in with the festival of Purim.  

In the lead-up to Pesach we will be connecting the Pesach story with the key concepts of freedom and peoplehood. 

We will compare London to Egypt and find out how important rivers are to the growth and success of settlements. 

We will be looking at customs in London around Pesach, finding out how different communities celebrate the 

festival, and understanding the significance of cleaning and koshering for Pesach. Each child will make their own 

‘London Haggadah’.   

The poet Michael Rosen lives in Muswell Hill. We will be looking at his biography and then writing our own 

biography about him. We will be studying some of his most famous poems. We will consider the style he uses and 

writing our own poems based on this. We will have key questions such as ‘Do poems have to rhyme?’ and finding 

out about Michael Rosen’s other work apart from being a poet. 

Project Launch: Mapping Jewish London – making a map of key London landmarks and Jewish areas 

Culminating Projects: Making our own ‘London Haggadah’ for Pesach. 

Cross Curricular Thematic Learning 

Area of 
Curriculum 

Content and Knowledge Skills  

English 
 

Megillat Esther o Prepare and re-tell the story individually, 
using dialogue and narrative from text 

o Write the story as a newspaper 
o Use the features of this type of text: 

consider reporting style, chronological or 
non-chronological order, third person, 
direct speech 

o use words and phrases that link 
sentences, e.g. meanwhile, during, before, 
after a while 

o identify expanded noun phrases for 
description and specification  

o use commas to separate items in a list 
o Use verb tenses with increasing accuracy 

in speaking and writing, e.g. catch/caught, 
see/saw, go/went and to use past tense 
consistently for narration 



o Identify speech marks in reading, 
understand their purpose, use correctly 

Jewish Studies History and Peoplehood o Find out about the history of the Jewish 
community in Muswell Hill, and wider 
London.  

o Find out how the growth of the 
underground system led to communities 
moving from the East End to places like 
Hendon and Edgware. 

Purim o Know the difference between a megillah 
and a Torah scroll 

o know that there are other Megillot such as 
Megillat Ruth 

o  
o Drama: Role play in the woods 

 
o Writing to other school telling them how 

we celebrate Purim 
 

o Look at the Megillah scroll 
 

o Write their own detailed Megillah story. 
 

Pesach o Look at a variety of haggadot  
 

o Make a London/local community themed 
based Haggadah 

 
o Sing Ma Nishtanah and follow words in 

Hebrew 
 

o Explain that a Haggadah is used at Pesach 
at the seder night  

 
o Explain that different elements of the 

seder come in order in the Haggadah 
 

o Know that Haggadah means to tell as in a 
story  

o Use Haggadah at a class and family seder 
if possible 
 
 

Geography Know geographical differences between 
London and Cairo, Egypt. 
 
Know how geographical location effects 
climate. 
 

o Know the main similarities and differences 
between London and Cairo 

o Study pictures and video of two localities 
and ask geographical questions.  

o Study source material of the location in 
the past and present and ask “how has it 
changed?” 
 

History Using sources 
 
Chronology 

o Looking at London buildings, photographs, 
artefacts, etc. and finding out their stories 

o Developing our understanding of 
chronology through studying Jewish 
London. 
 



Religious 
Education, 
Diversity, and 
British and 
Jewish Values 

Freedom and Peoplehood 
 
 
 
Charity/Tzedakah/’Mishloach manot’ 
 
 
 
Leadership 

o What does freedom mean to us? 
o Explore the concept of freedom and 

peoplehood in different countries and 
religions. 

o Understanding how the London Marathon 
raises money for many charities 

o Collecting for our own chosen London 
charity 

o Comparing Moses as a leader to the 
London mayor, Sadiq Khan 

Creative Arts 
including Design 
Technology 

Vehicles 
 
 
Haggadot 
 
 
 

o Continuing the making of a vehicle for 
London (see Spring 1) 

 
o Making beautiful watercolour artworks for 

our Haggadot 
 
 

Science Continuing from the first half of the 
term 
 
Animals including Humans 
Taking pulse after and before exercise 
Look at the eatwell plate 
Food chains 
Sorting animals into Carnivores, 
herbivores etc 

o Notice that animals, including humans, 
have offspring which grow into adults 

o find out about and describe the basic 
needs of animals, including humans, 
for survival (water, food and air) 

o describe the importance for humans of 
exercise, eating the right amounts of 
different types of food, and hygiene 

 
Music Instruments, percussion: How 

percussion instruments work and are 
made. 
 
 
Programmatic Music: Telling a story 
through music. Know some examples of 
programmatic music e.g. Peter and the 
Wolf. 
 
 
 
Composition: Know what a graphic score 
is. Know some famous examples of 
graphic score by sight. 
 

o Megillah  – making our own noise makers  
 
 
 
 

o Retelling Megillah Esther with musical 
accompaniment (composing and 
performing)  

o Respond to and analyse programmatic 
music by applying prior knowledge of a 
story and interpreting rhythm, tempo, 
dynamics.  

o Create a graphic score for an existing 
piece of music. 
 

o Setting a Michael Rosen story or poem to 
music using tuned percussion, un-tuned 
percussion and voice. 

o Create a graphic score for their 
composition, using colour, shape, line and 
space to depict musical features. 

Personal, Social 
and Health 
Education 

Rights and Responsibilities Understand that everyone has rights and 
responsibilities as members of families 
and the wider community. 
 

 

 



Subject Based Learning 

Area of 
Curriculum 

Content and knowledge Skills 

English 
 

Reading and writing poetry – Michael 

Rosen 

 

Find out about Michael Rosen’s life and 

work.  

o Read Michael Rosen’s biography and then 
write our own biography of him 

o use subordination (when, if, that, 
because) in writing to link events, cause 
and effect  

o Read, respond imaginatively, recommend 
and collect examples of his poems  

o Discuss meanings of words and phrases 
that create sound effects 
(onomatopoeia), mood or emotion in 
poetry 

o Classify poems into simple types 
o Recite and listen to favourite poems read 

aloud 
o Comment on personal preferences in 

poetry using some specialist terms 
o Comment on which words have most 

effect, noticing alliteration 
o Generate lists of  synonyms and 

antonyms; discuss their similarities and 
differences of meaning, and their spelling  

o Experiment with alliteration to create 
humorous and surprising combinations 

 

 

Guided Reading Groups  
Class stories  

o Developing key skills through the use of 
shared reading and individual reading 
books: Prediction, summarising, 
questioning and clarifying. 

o Skills taught through referring to the text 
and giving justifications and explanations 
for answers.  

Handwriting Whole class and small group handwriting 
following Pen pals scheme 

o Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
that are needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent 
to one another, are best left unjoined 

o Increase the legibility, consistency and 
quality of their handwriting [for example, 
by ensuring that the down strokes of 
letters are parallel and equidistant; that 
lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so 
that the ascenders and descenders of 
letters do not touch] 

Phonics and 
Spelling 

Spelling rules o Words ending –y (/i:/ or /ɪ/) 
o New consonant spellings ph and wh 
o Adding the prefix –un 
o Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to 

words of one syllable ending in a single 
consonant letter after a single vowel 
letter 

o The possessive apostrophe (singular 
nouns) 



 

Maths  
Doubling 
 
 
 
Multiplication 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharing 

 
o Double and Halve One and Two-digit 

Numbers and Amounts of Money  
 
 

o Times Tables – 2s, 5s and 10s. Patterns 
and Strategy (counting in 3s)  

o Multiplication – Multiples and Repeated 
Addition  

o Multiplication – Number of Groups, 
Group Size and Product  

o Multiplication Problem Solving  
 
o Division – Sharing and Grouping  
o Division – Sharing and Grouping 

Problems including Remainders 

Computing 
 

We are detectives unit of work from the 
Rising Stars scheme. 
 
Keywords/areas 
 
File 
Email 
Audio  
Editing 
Online safety 
 
 

This unit will enable the children to: 
o understand that email can be used to 

communicate 
o develop skills in opening, composing and 

sending emails. 
o gain skills in opening and listening to 

audio files on the computer 
o use appropriate language in emails 
o develop skills in editing and formatting 

text in emails 
o be aware of online safety issues when 

using email. 
 

Prayer/Tefillah Daily Shacharit preparing for our end of 
year Shacharit assembly  

As well as Daily Shacharit we will be focusing on 
the  following prayers: 
 
Mezonot 
She Hakol 
Baruch She’amar 

PE Games 
 
 
Dance 
 
 

o Running and chasing games. 
o Continue to learn how to warm up and 

cool down safely. 
o Continue to perform a sequence of 

movements in time with the music. 
o Continue to learn some Zumba routines 
o Continue to develop a sequence of 

movements and perform these. 
 

 


